Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 93 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.093; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.9.
In the title compound, C 14 H 11 NO 2 , the tricyclic aromatic ring system is essentially planar [maximum deviation = 0.025 (2) Å ]. The dihedral angle between the two benzene rings is 2. 8 (5) , while the carboxyl group forms a dihedral angle of 88.5 (1) with the pyrrole ring. Intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds may contribute to the overall stabilization of the crystal structure. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). matography with fluorimetric detection after pre-column derivatization (Jinmao et al., 2001; Xie et al., 2006) . The crystal structure shows that the tricyclic aromatic ring system is coplanar. The dihedral angle between the two benzene rings is 2.8 (5)°. The pyrrole ring makes dihedral angles of 1.5 (5)° and 1.3 (5)° with the benzene rings, respectively. The pyrrole ring and the carboxylic acid group (O1/C14/O2) are twisted to each other by a torsion angles of 88.5 (1)°. The crystal structure may be stabilized by intermolecular O2-H2O···O1 i [i= 1-x, 1-y, 1-z] hydrogen bonds.
The title compound was prepared by a method reported earlier (Xie et al., 2006) . The pure product (0.1 g) obtained was dissolved in 50% ethanol (10 ml). The solution was evaporated in air affording colourless platelet crystals suitable for X-ray analysis (yield: 67.2%).
Refinement
Positional parameters of all the H atoms bonded to C atoms were calculated geometrically and were allowed to ride on the C atoms to which they are bonded,with C-H=0.95 and 0.99 Å for aromatic and methylene and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (aromatic,methylene) parent atoms. The carboxylic H atom was taken from a differnce density map and refined. Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the title compound with the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids were drawn at the 30% probability level. Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, −y+1, −z+1.
